
Unprecedented Times – that’s a phrase being used a lot at the 

moment, and it couldn’t be truer for all those of us too young 

to remember the 2nd World War. We hope this edition of the 

newsletter will be a happy reminder of some great things 

which happened before the world was turned on its head 

by Coronavirus – and a look ahead to when life returns to 

normal. Which it WILL do. It’s the stuff in the meantime we 

all have to find a way of coping with. Please be assured of the 

love and care of all the staff and volunteers at the  

Fountain Centre – we miss you!

When we get a really big donation 

(not often!), we like to make a 

really big fuss about it. And to 

make a fuss, it’s good to have a 

really big star on hand, so it was 

great to know that our patron 

James Cosmo was happy to 

help. James has been ridiculously 

busy – as some of you may have 

noticed, in His Dark Materials 

and The Name of the Rose 

and Hold the Sunset and The 
Durrells on TV, Ben Hur, Whisky 
Galore and Wonder Woman in 

the cinema, and over 20 other 

projects in the last three years. 

But luckily there was some space 

in his diary, and he was able to 

come along to meet our very 

generous supporters.

Gary and Manjit Smith handed 

over a cheque for £13,300, which 

was brilliant. Gary was Master of 

the Lodge of Perfect Harmony 

(freemasons in and around 

Ashford and West London) and 

selected the FC as Charity of the 

Year 2019. The money raised 

will ensure that we can develop 

a Fountain Centre presence at 

Ashford Hospital when the current 

Welcome back, James

crisis is over. They said it was 

their most successful fundraising 

year ever, which is good to know. 

We are truly grateful to all the 

members for their generosity.

It was great to see James 

back in the Fountain Centre 

and he did a lovely informal 

interview with Maria, our 

queen of social media, 

which has done very well for 

us. We are looking forward 

very much to working 

with him again – and have 

a couple of events in the 

planning stage which we 

will tell you about when life 

returns to normal.

Martin Read, James Cosmo MBE, Gary and Manjit Smith
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We were delighted 

to meet Kevin 

Chandler, who 

presented Eileen 

Goldsack with a 

cheque for £516 – 

the proceeds of a 

year of support from 

BOSC Golf Society 

in Bordon. Many, 

many thanks to 

him and his fellow 

golfers.

Plan B
In other news, Verity Dinnage, was due to run the Fleet Half 

Marathon for us in mid March, but it was postponed the day 

before it was scheduled. She took matters into her own hands......

"Well, I decided to go out running to mark what would 

have been the day of the half marathon sporting The 

Fountain Centre’s fundraising vest in honour.

"Here are the before and after photos, and yes I did 

manage just over 13.3 miles. As you can see, my own 

local route was a little muddier than a road-based 

racecourse! It also involved multiple hills, where the 

previous half I accomplished in October didn’t even have 

a curb to climb and the only mud was in the Race Village, 

so 7 minutes slower was hopefully a respectable time for 

today?!!

"Hope to achieve an even better finish time if and when 

the Fleet event is rescheduled....." 

We are really grateful to Verity for giving us something to smile 

about amidst the gloom - and if you'd like to show her some 

support, you can -https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
veritydinnage  She will be running the real Fleet Half Marathon 

on 21 March 2021.

2

The Fountain Centre and Covid-19

A message from Anne Pike, Head of the Fountain Centre

“Following the news that 

there are positive COVID-19 

cases in the hospital, we 

have regretfully taken the 

decision to close the Fountain 

Centre to all face to face 

contact. As the Fountain 

Centre is a non-clinical 

environment, with sofas and 

chairs, we cannot guarantee 

that the FC is a safe place for 

patients to sit. Our volunteers 

are taking the necessary 

steps to stay safe at home 

and all appointments have 

been cancelled. We will 

review this decision in two 

weeks.

“Some FC staff will continue 

to work on site, others will 

work from home. Those who 

need to self-isolate because 

of symptoms will do so. We 

will be offering telephone 

counselling, information and 

support and will develop 

the website over the next 

weeks to include specific 

information on how to 

support each other; these 

will include signposting, 

recommended apps/websites 

and hopefully producing 

some short clips and videos. 

The Fountain Centre has 

offered its space to SLCC to 

support the management of 

COVID-19 cases, and staff 

are able to use our main area 

as quiet space to recover 

from the pressures they are 

under. We are offering them 

well-being support where 

possible.

“Thank you for your 

continuing support at this 

difficult time.”

This was a message it broke our 

hearts to send out, but we could 

do nothing else. We cannot put 

our patients at risk when many of 

them are so vulnerable. But we 

can support hospital staff and are 

already helping with the triaging 

of patients to check for Covid 

symptoms before they come into 

St Luke’s. 

We are developing resources  

on our website,  

www.fountaincentre.org and 

continually adding new material 

which will provide information 

about practical help and support 

in the community, how to talk 

to children about Covid-19, and 

well-being while in lockdown, with 

sections on meditation, yoga, 

exercise and MLD advice among 

other things.

We will also be keeping in touch 

with our friends and supporters 

on social media – Facebook, 

Instagram and Twitter – so if 

you use those, please connect 

with us. We will be offering ideas 

about home-based activities and 

Maria will be resuming her joke-

therapy sessions. Fund-raising 

activities including the Fashion 

Show are on hold – but we will 

enjoy them even more when they 

are rescheduled in the autumn.

As everyone says, stay safe – and 

we will look forward very much 

to resuming our normal service 

when the time is right.

Anne Pike
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Over £22,000 has been raised 

for the Fountain Centre over 

the last year, thanks to the 

thoughtfulness and generosity 

of people who might have 

more pressing things to think 

about. Since June 2019, many 

families have decided to ask 

for donations to the Fountain 

Centre as a memorial to loved 

ones they have lost. Some have 

set up JustGiving pages to raise 

money in memory of friends 

or relatives and others have 

created Tribute pages on  

www.muchloved.com.

We are particularly grateful 

to Mrs Kaoru Hart, a former 

patient, who remembered the 

Fountain Centre in her will.  And 

to the family of Jerry Keane, 

who took a slightly unusual 

approach – 

“We have finally sold 

my late father’s car and 

my mum, sister and I are 

delighted we can now 

fulfil my father’s wish and 

donate the proceedings of 

£700 to you.

“It was this time last year 

when he first fell ill, and  

In Loving Memory

4

St Luke’s staff supported 

him and us for a short 

time. You provided us 

with a space that gave us 

a little peace, a place to 

breathe, be calm and be 

together outside the ward. 

He was so very grateful for 

this, and touched by the 

kindness we received that 

he wanted to do something 

to give a little back. Whilst 

his initial wish was for us 

to donate his car to you 

with the idea it would help 

transport patients, we soon 

realised this was not a 

possibility. We feel this is 

the next best thing and are 

so pleased that we can now 

act on his last wishes.  

“Please pass on our deep 

gratitude to all the staff and 

volunteers who make such 

a difference, but who could 

never possibly imagine just 

how much. 

Kindest regards

Rosie Sampson”

Jerry with his wife, Claudette and daughters, Rosie and Linda

Of course we are extremely 

grateful for all the donations we 

receive. But somehow legacies 

and In Memoriam gifts feel extra 

special. Our particular thanks to 

the families and friends of:

Susan Figg

Isabel Goodrich-Meech

Kaoru Hart

Liz Horne

Jetty Keane

William Lamb

Gill McCarraher

Shirley McLaurin

Des Mullins

Klaas Nieveen

Graham North

Florence Otunla

Richard Peters

Robert Pugh

John Richards

Peter Shaw

Timothy Tedder

Ingrid Terry

Denise Tolley

Lynnette Turberville Smith

Jo Zetter

Jerry with his wife Claudette and daughters Rosie and Linda
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We were given the keys to this 

beautiful new cabin in February. 

Thank you to the whole team at 

Nordic Wood Ltd from start to 

finish. They worked amazingly 

quickly. This cabin will replace 

our old blue chalet, which has 

structural problems, and will be 

the main hub for our Children 

and Family Service. We have 

been incredibly lucky that a single 

donor paid for the cabin and for 

its interior fitting. We will be able 

to ‘launch’ the cabin properly 

when the world returns to normal. 

And once the old cabin has 

been shifted, we will be able to 

develop a new outdoor space, 

particularly designed for families 

and children, thanks to Surrey 

Choices, who picked us as the 

Charity of the Year for 2019 and 

raised over £6,000. We have had 

Changes in the garden

such a lovely time working with 

them this year and they have 

been very generous, imaginative 

and energetic.

Over the year, many fundraising 

events were planned, organised 

and delivered by disabled people 

which meant overcoming a range 

of barriers from communicating 

with local businesses for support, 

to reaching new physical goals. 

Some of these events included 

a sponsored walk in Godalming, 

a community bowling event 

at Guildford Spectrum, Bake 

Offs and more. Employees also 

completed adrenaline-fuelled 

challenges such as our abseil 

off Guildford Cathedral and an 

overnight walk from Brighton to 

Guildford.

Alongside fundraising, 

Surrey Choices has been 

working hard to raise awareness 

of cancer, especially for those 

with learning disabilities. A 

group of women with disabilities 

from Lockwood Activity Centre 

worked in collaboration with 

The Jarvis Centre and InHealth 

Group to create an Easy Read 

guide on Breast Screening, after 

research highlighted a large gap 

in women with learning disabilities 

attending their breast screening 

appointments. These women 

were photographed to show 

what can be expected at a breast 

screening appointment. Two 

guides were then created by a 

gentleman supported at Surrey 

Choices Guildford Office Project. 

Since distributing the guides, a 3% 

increase was seen in the number 

of appointments being attended 

and the collaborative work 

received a Make It 

Better Service Award 

from the British 

Institute of Radiology.

The story of all 

their hard work and 

success struck a chord 

with That’s TV, who came 

in to interview the participants 

and produced a feature that is now 

available on YouTube – another real 

achievement for Tony, Elizabeth, 

Sally and Betty. 

Thank you all – you have been 
inspirational!
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A View from the Chair

Our Board of Trustees 

met in January and took 

the opportunity to review 

the development of the 

Fountain Centre in its first 

20 years and look ahead 

to the future, and wrote 

to Anne Pike straight 

afterwards. 

Dear Anne

Following our Board Meeting, 

on behalf of the Trustees I would 

like to formally thank you and 

the whole of the Fountain Centre 

Team for a most successful 

year. Our patient numbers have 

increased again, our visibility 

throughout the community and 

relationships with the medical 

profession have been extended 

and we have ended the year with 

a budget surplus from sustainable 

fundraising activities. Well done. 

The pinnacle, from which all 

success emanates, must be 

the “Team”, and you now 

have a brilliant team with a 

comprehensive skills capability 

tailored to the goals of the 

Fountain Centre, working 

together with a wonderful family 

of dedicated volunteers. The 

art of course is not just having 

the skills at hand, but to craft 

an integrated team that works 

together in harmony, focussed on 

the common good of our patients 

and our shared goals. If achieved, 

the rewards are then amplified in 

every direction through improved 

collaboration, communication 

and mutual support, helping 

all to embrace shared values 

and to enjoy our work and our 

working environment. I have for 

a long time been intrigued by 

the strands of motivation, which 

are common for all operations, 

but charities have a different 

emphasis to commercial 

adventures - more related 

to the determination of 

reward and recognition for 

endeavour. I recognise 

that working within the 

structures of the NHS, 

there are frustrations 

which curtail some of our 

freedoms, but there are 

benefits also, and I think 

the status quo is the one 

that best serves our goals. 

Our volunteers are unique. As 

I have said so often, without 

our volunteers we don’t exist. 

We are merely the facilitators 

of their dedication, skills and 

commitment. Whether they 

be Front Desk, Therapists 

or Counsellors it is they who 

impart the ethos of the Fountain 

Centre to our patients, from 

providing a simple cup of coffee 

at a time of need to helping to 

unravel the complex web of 

emotions that can undermine 

the healing process, to helping 

to take control and contribute to 

overcoming cancer through such 

a wide variety of therapies. 

When I first joined the Fountain 

Centre, we were a team of 

three. Since then under your 

stewardship we are now twelve, 

and growing pains are inevitable 

and have to be managed. I am 

however delighted that this 

has been achieved without any 

degradation in our overriding 

goal, which is to provide 

compassionate empathy through 

informed care and constructive 

support for cancer patients and 

their carers. We now have an 

approved Strategic Plan for the 

next three years, and it will be 

important that we can manage 

contributions and expectations to 

be able to identify roles within it.

Other than funding - which will 

inevitably remain a constant 

challenge in an increasingly 

competitive market-place - I 

see our main challenge as 

one of space. Here we have a 

conundrum. Clearly one of our 

main advantages is our position 

adjacent to the Oncologists 

Consultation Rooms within St 

Luke’s Cancer Centre.  However, 

the probability of our being able 

to acquire further space to meet 

the forecast demand for our 

services is highly unlikely. If we 

move away from St Luke’s, we 

will lose one of our main benefits 

for the patient. We are developing 

the Fountain Centre Frimley and 

the Fountain Centre Ashford, and 

have initiated with St Luke’s the 

Mobile Chemo Unit, all of which 

will dissipate demand for direct 

support from the Fountain Centre 

Guildford. However, demand is 

forecast to outpace these facilities 

within the three-year plan. I 

therefore suggest that over the 

next three years, we undertake 

the following:

• To maintain a flexible interest 

in physical expansion 

opportunities, preferably 

within the confines of the 

RSCH - either new build or 

existing.

• To actively research the 

enhancement of a web-

based service to provide 

patient support, whilst 

maintaining our standard 

of compassionate empathy 

through informed care and 

constructive support. 

You now have a superb team, 

with professional capacity, skills 

and knowledge to achieve our 

vision, with sound and tried 

foundations to build on. 

We wish you and your team 

every success, and the Board 

look forward to every opportunity 

to support you in achieving our 

goals.

Martin Read
Chairman, Board of Trustees.

We really enjoy going out into our 

community and in early March 

we visited a Rainbows group in 

Guildford. The young ladies are 

working towards their community 

and charity badge and are raising 

money for us. Thank you for 

having us along and what a fun 

time we had.

As

t

We are now registered with Amazon Smile! Go 

to www.smile.amazon.co.uk and log in to your 

Amazon account as normal. Select the Fountain 

Centre as your charity and then every time you buy 

anything on Amazon, Amazon will donate a small 

fraction of your spend to us – every little helps!

Free Money
And if you aren’t an Amazon shopper, don’t forget 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk – which will donate 

to the Fountain Centre each time you make a 

purchase on a host of sites, at NO cost to you.

7
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Look Good Feel Better – partners since day 1

Independent national cancer 

support charity Look Good Feel 

Better provides a unique service 

to women, men and young adults 

undergoing treatment for any 

type of cancer across the UK. 

The charity was launched in 1994 

to support as many people as 

possible in managing the effect 

cancer treatment can have on 

both appearance and reduced 

confidence or self-esteem. The 

support, delivered by volunteer 

industry professionals, provides 

knowledgeable and practical 

advice whilst also creating a 

relaxed, fun and safe environment 

for shared experiences and the 

chance to talk to others in a 

similar situation. The charity helps 

people find their ‘new normal’ and 

face their cancer with less anxiety 

and more confidence. 

Look Good Feel Better formed  

a partnership with the Royal 

Surrey County Hospital initially 

in 1995 and once the Fountain 

Centre launched in 1998, 

the charity’s free of charge 

women’s skincare and makeup 

workshops moved over. The 

Royal Surrey was their eighth 

venue – they now have 140!

The two charities have worked 

together successfully ever since. 

Over the last 20 years, the 

workshops the Fountain Centre 

has hosted have supported 

thousands of women living with 

cancer and it is hoped that in 

time, the Centre may go on to 

host the Look Good Feel Better 

Workshops for men too. 

Workshops at the Fountain 

Centre will run once a month 

(when life returns to normal). 

Every person attending is 

presented with a gorgeous gift 

bag of full-size skincare and 

makeup products which are 

used throughout the session 

and for taking home after. We’d 

like to take this opportunity to 

acknowledge and thank all the 

beauty brands who make the 

gift bags possible by donating 

to Look Good Feel Better. The 

volunteers always provide a 

fabulous couple of hours where 

attendees can hopefully learn 

some great tips, but more 

importantly, have a chance to 

relax and have a bit of fun. 

One of the reasons the LGFB 

sessions are so successful and 

popular, is Brian Messam – who 

is charismatic and very funny, 

and makes sure his ladies have 

a fabulous afternoon. He tells us 

how he got involved:

“I have had continued 

success in the Hair & Beauty 

industry for over 30 years. 

Trained by Vidal Sassoon 

& Softsheen Carson USA, 

my work was primarily in 

salons and on behalf of 

SoftSheen haircare company 

demonstrating professional 

products and hairdressing 

techniques for platform 

work, trade and fashion 

shows.

“Over the past 20 years I 

have developed a successful 

freelance career as a hair 

& make-up artist working 

for magazines and with 

exclusive clients. One of 

my greatest achievements 

has been ground-breaking 

specialisation in the new 

field of colour-blending 

human hair extensions 

and bespoke wigs for the 

hairdressing industry, which 

has significantly influenced 

the way they are sold today, 

including their adaptation for 

use by people suffering from 

hair loss due to cancer or 

alopecia.

“I'm the LGFB regional 

coordinator for the Royal 

Marsden (Sutton) & 

Guildford Hospitals. I've 

been volunteering with 

Look Good Feel Better over 

14 years now and won 

their national Gillian Kirton 

Volunteer award for 2016. I 

became involved with the 

charity in 2009 after a friend 

/ client developed breast 

cancer and I was supporting 

her during her during 

chemotherapy at The Royal 

Marsden hospital in Fulham 

both pre and post operation.

“While she was having her 

chemotherapy, I realised 

that I had a gift for making 

the other women laugh 

during this difficult time. 

These ladies believed that 

my friend, Valerie Campbell 

(Naomi’s mother) had not 

lost her own hair and were 

amazed when she took off 

her wig and told them that 

I had coloured and styled 

it like her own! One of the 

ladies who had been to a 

LGFB workshop told me 

about make-up sessions at 

hospitals for patients going 

through cancer. She asked 

me to contact the charity, 

declaring that I would be 

a perfect fit. How right she 

was! 

“Losing your hair is the 

very public face of cancer. 

It is emotionally distressing, 

causes poor self-image and 

low self-esteem. Giving 

women back their hair, hair 

that looks natural, stylish, 

attractive and feminine, 

restores to them a little of the 

confidence needed for them 

to feel positive and strong. 

Helping them to face the 

world on their darkest days. 

It is my ultimate goal to help 

overcome the preconceptions 

around wearing a wig and to 

give the best standard of care 

available to women suffering 

with medical hair loss. 

“It's psychological medicine 

for women suffering from 

hair loss through illness and 

for many of the women I 

have seen, creating the right 

style for each individual 

is the missing link in their 

treatment”

We asked Brian about working 

with the Fountain Centre and 

himself…

What surprised you when you 
first started? 

The number of women that didn't 

know about the service and 

waiting list times.

What has it been like working 
with the Fountain Centre?  
My girls Penny, Charlotte and the 

team were very welcoming and 

really helpful, making it so much 

easier to do the workshops.

9
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With fingers vey firmly crossed, 

we say thank you and good 

luck to Simon Bickerdike, a 

partner at our current supporters 

Penningtons, and Tony Freeth and 

his team, who have signed up 

for RideLondon100 on our behalf 

this year. And to James McCloud 

and Jamie Westbrook, who will 

be running the Royal Parks Half 

Marathon for us in October.  

Thanks, guys!

11

Heartfelt admiration 

for a young lady 

- Sadie - and her 

mum Sam, who 

raised money for us 

by cutting off the 

most magnificent 

hair we've seen in 

a long time. And 

the hair is going to 

The Little Princess 

Trust, a charity 

which provides 

wigs for children 

who have lost their 

hair through cancer 

treatment. She has 

raised over £150, 

which is brilliant 

Thank you!

What’s your funniest memory 
of a LGFB session?  

One of the patients covering 

her face with too much green 

concealer - she looked like she 

was ready for Halloween Or 
saddest? Seeing a patient return 

after 5 years knowing she was 

terminal, but still positive and 

telling me how kind I was to her.

What three things would you 
want with you on a desert 
island?  

Endless supply of Roast Lamb, 

my music and moisturiser.

The final word should probably go to 

Penny Tree, long-term volunteer and 

now Trustee of the Fountain Centre. 

Penny has been queen of the LGFB 

workshops since they started, 

supporting Brian and his team, and 

looking after all the patients who have 

joined in. She has seen every reaction 

under the sun. “Whilst women are going 

through cancer treatment and especially chemo, 

when their hair can fall out, their self-esteem is sorely challenged.”

“A two-hour session attending LGFB gives an astonishing boost 

to the system, both visually and mentally. Quite apart from the 

makeup, the session is a positive meeting of ladies who need a 

safe space. Looking into a mirror after a pampering afternoon really 

gives a lift and a positive pick-me-up, restoring faith that they can 

look quite as good as their drop-dead gorgeous girlfriend!”

The first 20 years have been brilliant, and we look forward to many 

more to come. For more information on the services Look Good 

Feel Better offer, please visit www.lookgoodfeelbetter.co.uk 

And some words from happy participants. The goody bag is legendary… – 

 I loved taking part in this session whilst feeling at my most vulnerable. The pampering 

and make up tips, the laughter and “togetherness” all added up to me feeling really good 

for the first time in ages! Inspiring and motivational. And the goody bag was amazing! 

(Helen)

Loved my session - it came at the right time following my treatment finishing. Love the 

goodie bag. Xx (Clare)

Loved my session, bag of goodies and the guy leading the afternoon x (Louisa)

Th

P

lo

join

under th

through can

Forthcoming Events – (hopefully!)

30 May 
Street Collection, Guildford High Street/ 

The Friary Centre

12 June 
Fundraising stall, RSCH

15 August  
Collection, Longacres Garden Centre, Bagshot

16 August   
RideLondon100 (Team of 6 led by Tony Freeth and 

Simon Bickerdike)

5 September  
Collection, The Meadows, Sandhurst

10 September  
Fundraising stall, RSCH

 

Imagine training for the London Marathon 

through the wettest winter in recent 

memory. And then finding it was going to 

be postponed. Lee Cubitt, one of the great 

team of firefighters in Guildford, has done just 

that! And all for the Fountain Centre. We love 

him to bits. Please support him if you can - 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
lee-cubitt1 - when the event is run  

on 4 October.

If you would like to sponsor  

the newsletter as a one off or on a 

regular basis please contact  

the Fountain Centre  

on 01483 406619

Supports the Fountain Centre

2 October   
Live at the Ivy Room, Farnham

3 October   
10k Supersonic Bournemouth  

(Lynne Ingrey running)

4 October   
London Marathon (Lee Cubitt running)

8 October   
Bridge Day, Holy Trinity Church,  

Guildford High Street

11 October    
Royal Parks Half Marathon (James McCloud and 

Jamie Westbrook running)

We are aiming to reschedule the Fashion Show and will publish the date as soon as we can. The 
Ingrid Terry Memorial Concert at St Nicolas’ Church will also take place in the autumn.

If you are planning any fundraising events or challenges for the Fountain Centre, please let us know and 

we will do what we can to help - email fionadick@nhs.net. For full details of future events and how to get 

tickets, visit our website, www.fountaincentre.org/diary-dates.html
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A Grand Day Out

Our Chairman Martin Read was shown round the 

Oxford University Museum of Natural History recently 

by our Patron, Dr George McGavin:

“We emerged from the high beamed hall, 

overwhelmed by the graphic stage set by our 

host, Dr George McGavin, of the intellectual 

battles it had hosted between the established 

church and science to determine the process 

of evolution. Where Huxley and Hooker 

with their wealth of scientific evidence and 

observations, supported by Darwin, had 

confronted the closed biblical interpretation 

of evolution maintained by Wilberforce, 

to release the wave of knowledge and 

understanding that we have today.

A few steps further, across the hall, and we 

were into another historic revelation – the 

oldest pinned specimen in the world – a 

butterfly preserved since 1702. Next to this in 

another tray, was a pinned Tstse fly collected 

by the legendary “Dr Livingstone I presume” 

and a beetle pinned by Darwin himself. Small 

insects yet epitomising the great leap forward 

taken in the 19th century to our greater 

understanding of life, that forms the backbone 

to our slow release of concerns over the 

sustainability of life as we know it.

We were at the Oxford University Natural 

History Museum as the result of a generous 

offer of our Patron Dr George McGavin, to 

host a tour of “his” museum for auction at 

our 21st Ball. Together with Johnny and Jane 

Wyburn I and my wife Suzanne successfully 

bid for the tour, and our expectations were 

exceeded in every way. George’s enthusiasm 

was as always with his documentaries, 

infectious. With his twenty-five years at the 

museum, his detailed familiarity of both the 

specimens on display and behind locked doors 

was fascinating. The last remaining skeletal 

fragments of the Dodo which enhanced 

Lewis Carroll’s imagination for Alice’s 

adventures when he was a mathematics Don 

at Christchurch. This was one of the many 

skeletons and fossils that demonstrates the 

pathway of nature’s amazing ability to adapt 

and evolve to meet the changing demands and 

opportunities that life on earth has presented. 

(note: over millions of years – not tens!)

The building itself is a wonderful example 

of the Neogothic style demonstrating the 

architectural adventurism of the Victorian 

period – the use of cast iron pillars which 

support a fully glazed central atrium, with 

entwined cast iron leaves and vines is 

spectacular. The vision however proved too 

much for the purse of the patrons, resulting 

in some of the intended detail being left 

incomplete. Did you know that the stone 

carving around windows that we so often 

admire in grand buildings carved from plain 

blocks once in place after construction? That 

is why some of the window lintels are carved, 

and others not. 

It was a wonderful day out in the company of 

a great intellectual enthusiast, so thank you 

George for your kind generosity.”

Time to say goodbye?

If at any time you decide you would like 

to stop receiving the newsletter, or if you 

would like to move to the e-mail version, 

please e-mail fionadick@nhs.net and 

we’ll make the changes. We’ll miss you, 

but we won’t be offended.

Thank you, Ergomed

We have had great 

support from our 

neighbours on the 

science park, Ergomed 

PLC, who picked us as 

Charity of the Year 2019 

and raised just over 
£1500. They have made 

us very welcome and 

gave us the great news 

that they are sticking with 

us for 2020 too. We are 

so grateful!
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We also had another visitor. Philip Hines from 

the Vinci UK Foundation presented us with a 

cheque for £5,000. The money has been used 

to fund the new therapy room, enabling us to furnish 

the room with all the equipment we need. A huge 

thank you to Vinci UK Foundation for supporting us, 

and also to the Tesco Centenary Fund, whose grant of 

£15,000 will pay for Tina for a year.

Don’t forget to flutter
Nearly 30 FC supporters are helping to raise over £1000 
a year for the Fountain Centre by playing the Guildford 

Community Lottery each week. Tickets cost £1, and  

50% of all their contributions comes to us. Signing up  

is easy – if you would like to take part, go to  

www.guildfordlottery.org/support/the-fountain-centre

14

Meet the Mobile Chemotherapy Unit

It seems like forever ago, but we were thrilled to be part of the 

launch of the Royal Surrey’s Mobile Chemotherapy Unit at the end 

of February.  Our therapist Tina Gardiner has her own treatment 

room and will provide therapies for the patients who are receiving 

their chemo onboard once the service is reinstated (it is on hold at 

the moment, of course).  It was a super event, with representatives 

from Lloyds Pharmacy and the Welsh cancer charity Tenovus, who 

are partners in the project, and Morrisons Supermarket, who will be 

hosting the weekly visits.  

And it was a great pleasure to meet Dame Judi Dench, the Guest 

of Honour, who formally opened the service. She seemed to really 

appreciate the calm atmosphere in the treatment room, as Tina told 

her about the Fountain Centre.
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The Fountain Centre, St. Luke’s Cancer Centre
Royal Surrey County Hospital NHS Trust Foundation

Egerton Road, Surrey GU2 7XX

Open Monday to Friday 9am -5pm

Telephone: 01483 406618 | Fax: 01483 408321

Email: rsc-tr.fountaincentre@nhs.net • Website: www.fountaincentre.org

Where to find us
Buses A number of buses go to 

the hospital which is situated just off 

the A3, the Royal Surrey is clearly 

signposted from all directions of 

travel. For the latest timetables, visit 

the website www.surreycc.gov.uk

Train information 08457 484950 

(24hour) or www.nationalrail.co.uk

The Fountain Centre is located in 

the St. Luke’s Cancer Centre, which 

is situated in the grounds of the 

hospital, please see map above.

whether we can name you or not – and many of our supporters prefer to remain anonymous. We are just as 

grateful to them as we are to those on this list. Our warm thanks for their support – in money or in kind – go to:

Body Shop 

BOSC Golf Club 

Bramley Financial 

Carol Jarrett

DMH Stallard 

Ergomed PLC 

Frimley Flower Club 

Genesis Publications 

Health Education England 

IDBS 

Ikkara 

John Roberts

Jonathan Spring-Rice 

Karen Batterson 

Kirdford Players

KJ Hair Design 

Lee Cubitt

Lodge of Perfect Harmony 

Masonic Charitable 

Foundation 

Melanomore 

Michael & Elizabeth Shaw 

Charitable Foundation 

O G Group 

Pennington Manches Cooper 

RGH Supplies 

Sadie and Sam Roberts

Sport England 

Stefan McGarry

St Luke’s Melanoma Fund 

Surrey Choices 

The Anchor & Horseshoes 

The Brickies 

Verity Dinnage

Vinci UK Foundation 

Even more thank yous…


